In Commemoration of the

Renewal of the Salisbury Wesleyan Methodist Sunday School 27th August 1882

This school was started by William Sanger, in 1799, in St Crispin’s hall Salt lane, now known as the Pheasant Inn, but was soon removed to a small room at the bottom of Gigant Street.

In 1815 the Wesleyans acquiring the Salt Lane Premises by the gift of the Presbyterians, the school was removed thither. In 1836, in consequence of a dispute as to the propriety of teaching the Scholars writing, the Superintendent, Joseph Sanger who advocated the practice, started another School in the cottages adjoining the Chapel, and known as the Barracks, which, however, was in a few years discontinued, and Mr Sanger returned to his old post at Salt lane. At the time of the Reform Movement in 1851, nearly the whole of the Teachers and Scholars, numbering about 500, joined the new Body, and the first Sunday after the separation only 7 Scholars were present in the morning and 20 in the afternoon. The new Body being permitted by the Trustees to occupy Salt Lane Schoolroom till they could obtain accommodation elsewhere: the School carried in the chapel for 18 months. Though the number was thus so reduced, the school appears soon to have gathered strength, for in 1854 the number was 122, and from that time there has been a steady and continued growth. Most of the School records have been lost, and those still preserved not having been kept by the most improved modern methods, no very accurate static’s can be gathered. During the 83 years of its existence it has had 13 Superintendents, viz,:- William Sanger, George Stevenson, Draper Gardiner, Joseph Sanger, James Butcher, (Superintendent in Salt lane during the dispute as to the instruction of writing,) William Old, John Lawrence, Charles Massey, (Superintendents at Church Street immediately after the Reform Movement,) Joseph Harding, Charles Harding, Thomas John Davis, James Tovey and George William Smeed. So far as can be ascertained about 600 Teachers have laboured in the School, and about 3,500 Scholars have passed through its books. The good work it has done is manifested by the number of Ministers, Local Preachers, and other workers in the cause of Christ who were once Scholars. 

For some time the great need to make this School thoroughly successful was felt, but the obstacles seemed so great that it was considered almost hopeless, and no practical steps were taken till 1880, during the Superintendency of the Rev. James E Hargreaves, when the Trustees were able to purchase the Site of the New Buildings. The disposal of the old School Room necessitated an application to the Charity Commissioners, and although their permission was eventually obtained, this caused a delay of several months, which, however, was not entirely unfruitful, for Plans were prepared by Mr. Hudson, of Gillingham. (Who afterward superintended the erection of the New Building) and the whole scheme was thoroughly discussed. At a Congregational Meeting held in Salt Lane, December, 1881, presided over by the Rev. C. Roberts, Funds amounting to £500 were promised, and after consent of the Chapel Committee and District Meeting had been obtained, Tenders were advertised for, and the Building was fully entrusted to Mr. M. Walker, of Park Street, London Road, who commenced the 1st of March 1882. The Memorial Stones were laid on Wednesday, April 5th, by Miss Lush, master Edwards, and by Mr Steed, on behalf of the Teachers of the School, and 41 small Tablets were also laid by Scholars and friends. The Building was opened August 21st, when the Rev. T. Short, of Ilkley, preached in the afternoon, and after a well attended Tea an enthusiastic Meeting was held under the Presidency of the Rev. Richard hardy, Chairman of the District, supported by the Rev. T. short, S. Pitt, J. E. Hargreaves, J. Roberts, the Circuit Ministers and others. The Services continued on Sunday, Aug.27th, by the rev. S. Pitt, of Moreley, who Preached Morning and Evening, and held a Special Children’s Service in the Afternoon, and on Sunday, September the 3rdby the Rev. W.D. Barton. The New Buildings consist of a School Room, 61ft by 29ft., an Infants’ Room, 40ft by 20ft., and 10 commodions Class Rooms. The cost was as follows: Site, £500, Erection of Building, £1,100, New Furniture, £200, Total, £1,800. The School at present consists of Superintendent, G.W. Smeed; Treasurer, W.F. Henley: Librarian, W. Dixon: secretaries, W. J. Lywood, and J. Short: 28 Teachers and 260 Scholars, who are divided into 26 Classes. 100 Scholars are over the age of 15, and 65 are Members of Society. Nothing is now needed to make the School a powerful instrument for good, but the earnest, consistent and faithful labour of those engaged in its work, and the prayers of those who desire to see it prosper.

